
Dear Students, Parents and Guardians, 
  
The Jesuit tradition that guides our work at Cristo Rey calls on us to be open to growth, flexible and 
creative – particularly during these times.  I am writing to share with you a change in our grading 
scale that comes after benchmarking with peer institutions, examining current and past academic 
data, and consideration of college admissions implications. 
  
With these and many other considerations in mind, Cristo Rey will transition from our current grade 
scale to a 10-point scale for this 2020–21 academic year.  As this scale will take effect now, we will 
delay the reporting of first quarter grades until they have been finalized. 
  
The new scale is represented below (next to our previous scale): 
  
 

Previous scale New 10-point scale 
(2020-21) 

Letter 
Grade 

4.0 Scale (GPA) 

 97-100 A+ 4.3 

94-100 93-96 A 4.0 

92-93 90-92 A- 3.7 

90-91 87-89 B+ 3.3 

86-89 83-86 B 3.0 

84-85 80-82 B- 2.7 

82-83 77-79 C+ 2.3 

78-81 73-76 C 2.0 

76-77 70-72 C- 1.7 

74-75 67-69 D+ 1.3 

70-73 63-66 D 1.0 

 60-62 D- 0.7 

69 and below 59 and below F 0.0 

 
Grade range explanations 
 
90-100:  Student demonstrates comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the course content 
and skills. The student exemplifies academic excellence and is well prepared for the next level. 
 
80-89: Student demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the course content and 
skills. The student is well prepared for the next level.  
 



70-79: Student demonstrates a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the course content and 
skills. The student is prepared for the next level. 
 
60-69: Student demonstrates a limited knowledge and understanding of the course content and 
skills. There is a concern of being ready for the next level. 
 
59 or below: Student demonstrates unacceptable knowledge and understanding of the course 
content and skills. The student is not prepared for the next level.  
 
 
This transition has been designed with the intention of enabling our students to be fairly assessed 
both internally and externally and will place our students in the best position during the college 
admissions process. It will also afford our students greater opportunities related to merit-based 
college scholarships.  We will continue our internal discussions around all the components that are 
encompassed in student grades:  grading policies/practices, assessments, student engagement, skill 
mastery and application, and preparedness for advancement.   
  
It is important to note that this new scale will not affect the level of rigor in lessons and assignments 
nor our expectations around student learning. A 10-point grade scale is the most common grading 
scale used by high schools across the country. It will continue to allow us to communicate to 
students and parents about a student's level of learning and academic progress.  Please note that, in 
taking our lead from other schools who have made similar changes, the grades on record from 
previous years will not be adjusted to fit this new scale. This will be noted on our School Profile, a 
document that is updated yearly and submitted to all colleges and universities to which our students 
apply.  
  
The course of study at Cristo Rey Jesuit seeks to instill in students a love of learning, intellectual 
curiosity, a strong work ethic, and the desire to utilize their gifts and talents in the service of others 
to have a positive influence in our world. While grades mean a lot to us—as educators, parents and 
students—it is worth noting that Cristo Rey Jesuit places a great deal of emphasis on learning. Our 
teachers labor to spark in their students a love of exploring different topics and a desire to know 
more, building the foundation for lifelong learners. 
  
We appreciate your continued partnership in your child’s formation and education here at Cristo 
Rey Jesuit. 
 
Love & serve always, 
 
Lucas Schroeder 
Principal 


